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Abstract ; There are four features that recur again and again in discussions of emergence. Emergent

features result from something else, they possess a certain kind of novelty with respect to the features from

which they develop, they are autonomous from the features from which they develop, and they exhibit a

form of holism. These four features give us a way to understand how otherwise disparate accounts of emer-

gence seem to be drawing on a core group of features; and how, as those core features are made precise,

the accounts of emergence diverge to produce the multiplicity of approaches to emergence that we now

have. The classification of emergence is two dimensional. The first dimension of emergence is the rela-

tional dimension, it is based on relations between the emergent entity and the entities with respect to

which it is emergent. There are three divisions in this dimension; ontological approaches, inferential ap-

proaches, and conceptual approaches. The second dimension of emergence rests on the distinction be-

tween diachronic emergence and synchronic emergence. This constitutes the temporal dimension of our

taxonomy.

Key words :emergence; relational ; novelty; autonomy; holism



