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Why Should We Use the Law to Draw a Clear Line for Eugenics?

KONG Yang
(School of Law, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract ; Germline gene editing is an eugenic technology. The problem of freedom of scientific research

in germline gene editing is the inevitable result of blurring the boundaries of bioethics. Germline gene ed-

iting continues the tradition of eugenics, but eugenics itself is not a reason to oppose germline gene edi-

ting. The theory of evolution does not constitute a reason for prohibiting or supporting eugenics technolo-

gy, either, since the theory of evolution is a mere mode of explanation. The risk of eugenics technology

lies in the creation of an extiremely vague and compelling field of scientific research. The urging of tech-

nology and the doctrinal prohibition formed a weak balance. Bioethics, eugenics, evolution theory, and

eugenic technology itself cannot be used as the basis for demarcation of eugenic technology alone. The de-

limitation of eugenic technology can only be based on the law.

Key words: gene editing; freedom of research; eugenics; evolution theory; human dignity
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